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SECTION NEWSLETTER May, 2001

WHAT: THE FIRST EVER ....... BIKE NIGHT!III

The Fittsburgh Section is honored to have Masanori Aoki, Large Project Leader and Tom Briggs, Engineering
Project Leader from American Honda as our speakers for the May meeting. Tom is planning to ride a pearl
yellow GL 1800 from Marysville to Wexford.

Quoting the February 2001 issue of MOTORCYCLE CONSUMER NEWS: (MCN) “Even beforeits officia
introduction, the questions about the 2001 Honda GL 1800 Gold Wing started pouring into our offices. In fact,
we can't ever recall reader interest levels running this high on any new bike, ever.”

Guys, admit it, there are really two kind-a-guys:. those that have bikes and those who wish they could have a

touring bike and you take your significant other on atest ride of the GL 1800, be prepared to ‘ Ride Red'.
(continued on p.2)

WHEN: Tuesday May 15, 2001 Supper  6:30-7:30p.m.
Reception 5:30-6:30 p.m. Program  7:30 p.m.

WHERE: SAE World Headquarters
400 Commonwedth Drive
Warrendale, PA 15096

MENU: Buffet Catered by Beyond Pardey:
Baked Scrod, Homemade Italian Meatballs w/ Penne Pasta Marinara, Chicken Piccota,
Steamed Broccoli w/Romano Cheese, Buttered Noodles w/ Cabbage, Fresh Vegetable Salad
w/Hot Bacon Dressing,
Dessert is High Apple Pie w/Cheese

RSVP: CALL --- 412 261-4300 RESERVATIONS

This is the Engineering Society of Western Pennsylvania (ESWP)
Call between 7:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. Y ou will get a person!

Reservations will close at 5:00 p.m. on Friday, May 11",

LOW COST: Program at 7:30 — No Charge Dinner and Program
Non-member................ $20.00 Student $10.00
Member.............oeuennis $15.00 Retired Member $10.00

Unemployed Member $10.00
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Few editors or motorcycle magazines would quarrel with the statement that the GL 1500 Gold Wing owned the
touring bike market. Recently, a German upstart introduced a strong competitor, the LT 1200. (LT is
affectionately defined by the Beemer owners as ‘Light Truck”.) Even the thought that there might be a
possibility the Gold Wing would have to share its crown with another bike was unacceptable to Honda. Their
engineers went into warp speed to bring the GL 1800 to market.

Whilethe LT may have turned up the heat in the Gold Wing nest, the egg had been laid in 1993 when Masanori
Aoki, at the age of 33, was given the assignment of Large Project Leader. Aoki wasto lead the team that
would design the replacement for the successful GL 1500. After learning English, Aoki went to Americade,
Wing Ding, Sturgis etc. to learn what customers wanted. Included in the learning curve was a 2220-mile bike
ride from Anchorage to Sesttle that amplified the importance of gas mileage and tank capacity. More surveys,
meetings, designs, clay models, prototypes, testing in the Mojave Desert and 40 patents later, in April of 1999,
an 1800, fully loaded, with two up, had enough oats to accelerate up the Victorville Grade on I-15 in Cdif. This
was areal world test, something akin to taking a‘ride’ in amuscle car on the legendary Woodward Blvd. in
Detroit.

The statistics on this bike would fill the entire newdetter. I'll ignore talking about the LBS (Linked Braking
System) or the ABS (Anti Lock Brakes), the Pro-Arm single-side swingarm that utilizes Honda s Pro-Link
single shock system, the al new electronic r ever se (you know — go backwards) and | will only mentioned two.
Both the torque and horsepower are over the century mark. The ‘C note’ on torque is crossed at around 2250
rpm and it stays above 100 until well over 5000 rpm. Who needs an automatic? Put it in 5" gear and turn the
screw. The second statistic comes from the February 2000 issue of MCN. The quarter mile disappearsin
12.14 seconds @105.92 mph. I'll bet a Pew Wee Gleason type (135 pound quarter mile expert) could put this

At our USAIr meeting we had a nice turn out from the Pittsburgh based company that produces a product that
is based on an element with an atomic number of 13. The frame, engine and swing arm share an atomic weight
of 26.982. (I do not want to hear about different weights of various grades of auminum) If you are not into the
periodic table and aluminum, then take a look at the weight of an empty beer can and understand a lot weight
has been engineered out of this bike.

Speaking of Pittsburgh, isthere any interest in paint in Pittsburgh? 1I’ve been told there used to be. The GL
1800 can be purchased in four colors. The most unusual color is caled Illuson Red ChromaFlair. Thispaint is
caled both a color-shifting and a holographic paint. Depending on the light and where you are standing, the red
paint can range in color from a beautiful red metallic through the spectrum to gold. Visit www.colorshift.com
A late model Corvair convertible painted with Dupont’s red Chromalusion licensed version of this paint,
(approximately $1,000/gal.) and aclass winner at last summers SAE Car Show, will aso be on display. The
car isbe provided by Hamlin's Body Shop in Bridgeville. Thisis the same company that brought the ‘8" door
Corvair van to our Plymouth Prowler meeting. Does the name Harlequin Color mean anything to anyone in the
Pittsburgh Section?

Seeyou there -- RIDE RED!




